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SUBJECT: DATES AND AGENDA FOR NEXT OECD MINISTERIAL 
COUNCIL; HEADS DEL DISCUSSION FEB. 26 

REF: A.) USOECD 2978; B.) STATE 37365 

1. SUMMARY. HEADS DEL FEB. 26 HAD INCONCLUSIVE DIS- 
CUSSION OF DATES AND AGENDA FOR NEXT MINISTERIAL 
COUNCIL MEETING. ALL DATES WEEK OF MAY 13 RAISED 
PROBLEMS FOR ONE OR MORE DELS. DISCUSSION OF AGENDA 
PROPOSED BY SECGEN (REF A) WAS BRIEF BUT NO IMPORTANT 
OBJECTIONS WERE RAISED. SECGEN WILL BE IN CONTACT 
WITH DELS IN COMING DAYS WITH HOPE OF REACHING AGREE- 
MENT ON DATES AND AGENDA SOMETIME NEXT WEEK. ACTION 
REQUESTED: EARLY INSTRUCTIONS ON US PREFERENCES FOR 
DATES AND AGENDA OF NEXT MINISTERIAL COUNCIL. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. DATES. CANADIAN AND JAPANESE DELS SAID ANY DAYS 
WEEK OF MAY 13 WOULD CAUSE SERIOUS PROBELEMS FOR THEM 
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OR FIVE MINISTERS FROM EACH SIDE. JAPANESE DEL SUGGES- 
TED SECGEN TRY TO FIND SUITABLE DATE FOR MINISTERIAL 
WEEK OF MAY 20. EC DEL SAID ANY DATES WEEK OF MAY 13 
WERE ACCEPTABLE BUT NOTED THAT EC MINISTERS OF FINANCE 
WERE SCHEDULED TO MEET WEEK OF MAY 20. FRG DEL SAID 
THAT FEDERAL ASSEMBLY WOULD MEET MAY 15 TO ELECT NEW 
FRG PRESIDENT, REQUIRING PRESENCE OF ALL GERMAN 
MINISTERS IN BONN THAY DAY. HE THOUGHT FRG COULD 
AGREE TO EITHER MAY 13-14 OR MAY 16-17 FOR MINISTERIAL. 
SECGEN SAID THAT NO WEEK BETWEEN NOW 

AND MID- JUNE WAS COMPLETELY FREE OF OTHER MEETINGS THAT 
MIGHT CONFLICT WITH OECD MINISTERIAL. HE UNDERTOOK TO 
CONSULT INFORMALLY WITH DELS IN COMING DAYS WITH VIEW 
TO REACHING AGREEMENT ON DATES NEXT WEEK. 

3. AGENDA. SECGEN BRIEFLY REVIEWED PROPOSALS HE HAD 
MADE FOR AGENDA AT HEADS DEL MEETING FEB. 1 (REF A). 

ON ENERGY ITEM (PARA 2C, REF A), HE SAID ENERGY 
POLICIES WOULD BE REVIEWED IN LIGHT MANDATES GIVEN TO 
OECD AT 1972 AND 1973 MINISTERIAL MEETINGS. SECRETARIAT 
WOULD PREPARE DOCUMENTATION ON SEVERAL POLICY ASPECTS 
REQUIRING URGENT CONSIDERATION AND COOPERATIVE 
DECISIONS. BELGIAN DEL (OCKRENT) MADE SINGLE IMPOR 
TANT COMMENT ON AGENDA. SUGGESTING THAT ITEM ON 
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION BE SUBSUMED UNDER FIRST ITEM, 
GENERAL ECONOMIC POLICY ISSUES (REF A). THIS WOULD 
REDUCE NUMBER OF ITEMS ON WHICH MINISTERS WOULD FEEL 
OBLIGED TO MAKE GENERAL STATEMENTS AND THEREBY INCREASE 
AMOUNT OF TIME FOR CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATE AND CONSIDERA- 
TION OF MINISTERIAL DECISIONS. SECGEN CHARAC- 
TERIZED OCKRENT'S SUGGESTION AS CONSTRUCTIVE AND 
AGREED TO REFLECT ON IT. FRENCH DEL SAID THAT GISCARD 
D ESTAING HAD ALREADY AGREED TO SECGEN’S ORIGINAL 
PROPOSAL OF APRIL 24-25 FOR MINISTERIAL. HE COULD NOT 
SAY HOW GOF WOULD REACT TO MAY DATES. HE NOTED THAT 
HE HAD RECEIVED NO REACTION FROM GOF TO SECGEN PRO- 
POSALS FOR AGENDA AND ASSUMED THEY CAUSED NO SERIOUS 
PROBLEMS. 
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